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G–7 Meetings
Q. Mr. President, could you just tell us

whether you’re getting to know the other
leaders and what the mood was at the meet-
ings?

The President. Good mood. It was a good
mood. Of course, I know—I have spent time
with several of them already. But so far it’s
been a very good mood. We had over 3 hours
all alone where we just talked about various
things. And I’m looking forward to more of
this time. It’s very valuable, actually, getting
to know them because there are so many
things we have to do together.

Q. What about the Japanese agreement?
Q. Do you feel, Mr. President, that they’re

trying to size you up, take your measure?
The President. I don’t know. I’m getting

to know them. I’m having a good time.

U.S. Leadership
Q. Does it answer any of the questions

about leadership, America’s leadership?
The President. Well, I think Mr. Kantor

probably told you how this agreement came
about and what the sequence of events was.
But I don’t think there’s any question that
our country played its appropriate role in get-
ting this agreement.

Q. Any closer to the agreement guidelines
for the Japanese?

The President. Bye.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7 p.m. at the Okura
Hotel. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Nomination for Ambassadors and
U.S. Attorneys
July 7, 1993

The President has announced his intention
to nominate the following to the position of
U.S. Attorney: John W. Raley, Jr., of Okla-
homa; Charles R. Tetzlaff of Vermont; and
William D. Wilmoth of West Virginia.

The President also intends to nominate
Walter Carrington to be Ambassador to Ni-
geria and Theodore E. Russell to be Ambas-
sador to the Slovak Republic.

‘‘With these U.S. attorney appointments
we will continue to place skilled and dedi-
cated professionals in the Justice Depart-

ment,’’ the President said. ‘‘With the addition
of Charles Tetzlaff and William Wilmoth and
the reappointment of Attorney Raley, I be-
lieve the American public and the judicial
system will be well served.’’

The President called Walter C. Carrington
‘‘a career professional whose affiliation with
several renowned international agencies, in-
cluding several associated with African
issues, makes him a sound choice for the Ni-
gerian post.’’

‘‘Theodore Russell,’’ the President said,
‘‘has demonstrated a talent and dedication
for foreign service throughout his career, and
I will be pleased to make his nomination offi-
cial.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

The President’s Radio Address From
Tokyo
July 8, 1993

This is President Clinton. Although I’m in
Japan at a meeting of our economic allies,
I’m deeply concerned about the disaster hit-
ting many of you in the Midwest. As the wa-
ters continue to rise, I’m keeping in touch
through Vice President Gore and Federal of-
ficials in Washington. My direction to them
is simple, urgent, and clear: All Federal agen-
cies delivering services to you must coordi-
nate their actions. Teamwork is the order of
the day.

I want the services you need to be deliv-
ered responsibly, efficiently, and without
delay. And most of all, I want you to be treat-
ed the way every American would ask to be
treated if they were on the receiving end of
this disaster, with compassion and effective-
ness as neighbors and friends.

When I was Governor of Arkansas, I
worked with farmers in my State through a
number of natural disasters, including very
serious floods. What I saw in Iowa last week-
end when I was there with Secretary Espy
were conditions as bad as I’ve ever seen.
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That’s why I’m determined to have a Federal
response that rises to the occasion and deals
effectively with the problems you’re facing.

Before I left for Japan, I asked Vice Presi-
dent Gore to monitor actively the efforts to
deal with this disaster. With his leadership
and the hard work of a number of dedicated
Federal officials, relief and response efforts
are already underway. We’re organizing the
appropriate Federal agencies to ensure that
they work together as a team. The Federal
Emergency Management Agency, FEMA, is
working around the clock, cooperating with
each of the affected States and managing our
coordinated response. FEMA personnel are
in five States now, assisting State govern-
ments with preparedness and recovery ef-
forts. And FEMA’s in close coordination with
other States.

Where disasters are declared, FEMA will
set up facilities called ‘‘disaster application
centers’’ to provide a speedy and efficient
one-stop process for recovery. It’s also pro-
viding an 800 number for victims of the
flooding which allows for rapid application
for aid by telephone. The Department of
Transportation is monitoring the conditions
of barge traffic and damage to highways. The
Army Corps of Engineers and the National
Guard are out fortifying levees and flood
walls, providing security and traffic control
and simply doing their best to stop or allevi-
ate water damage wherever they can. The
Department of Agriculture is making shelter
available, helping farmers with their loan ob-
ligations, and working to alleviate crop losses
and losses farmers experience when they
can’t plant their crops. The Emergency
Broadcast System is being used throughout
the region to provide notifications of flash
floods, evacuations, and tornadoes.

Efforts are being made now to remove de-
bris in Minnesota, to provide sandbags in
Iowa and Illinois, to guard against public
health problems, and to provide potable
water where needed. I’ve asked our Budget
Director, Leon Panetta, to begin assembling
a funding bill that will provide emergency
assistance to the region. We’ll be working
with Congress early next week to get this
process underway. We’ll ask for Federal
funds on an emergency basis to help pay for

crop losses and damage to homes, businesses,
and public property.

Times of turmoil and trouble bring out the
best in Americans. This flood has been no
exception. Members of the Red Cross and
the Salvation Army are doing what these or-
ganizations have always done, bringing com-
fort to people of your region who have had
their lives turned upside down by this flood.
National Guard personnel have been mobi-
lizing, filling sandbags and providing assist-
ance wherever they can. Some of them have
cancelled vacations to come home and help
the people of their communities, strangers
and friends alike. These are good people, and
I’m thankful to them for all they’re doing.

In closing, let me ask each of you to take
heart and have faith. As hard as these times
are, you know that the waters will soon re-
cede and the work of recovery will begin.
The people who grow our food and the com-
munities that surround and support you are
central to the American way of life. Just as
we depend upon you for the harvest, you can
depend upon us for support at this critical
moment in your lives. For that is the Amer-
ican way.

Thanks for listening, and God bless you
all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:06 p.m. from
the Okura Hotel for broadcast in the United
States.

The President’s News Conference in
Tokyo
July 9, 1992

The President. Good evening. The sum-
mit we have concluded today sends a mes-
sage of hope to America and to the world.
Some have called this a jobs summit, and
they are right because the creation of new
jobs in the United States and in all the other
countries here present was at the center of
all of our discussions.

All of us are mindful that we have a long
way to go to restore real growth and oppor-
tunity to the global economy, but we have
made a serious start. We reached an agree-
ment here that can open manufacturing mar-
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